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The Hardest-Hit Industries 
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Sageworks, a firm that tracks financial information on privately held companies, recently 
sent Economix some data on the bottom 35 industries by sales growth (or declines) over 
the last 12 months. The list of hardest-hit industries is at the end of this post. 

As expected, many of the industries are related to home building and real estate 
(highlighted in yellow). Some of the others on the list were less predictable, though. Who 
would have thought that florists would be having a tougher time than car dealers?  

Two things to bear in mind: 1) The sales data has not been adjusted for inflation, so in 
real terms these industries have seen their sales fall further than the numbers below might 
indicate. 2) These figures are for privately held companies only; many of the publicly 
traded firms grabbing headlines for their serious financial troubles therefore would not 
figure in the list below.  

Source: Sageworks, Inc. Sales data is collected by aggregating private company financial 
data from certified public accountants and banks. 

 




