Beyonce:
No., 1 diva
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H A Four out of every
Lula da Silva: five Brazillans

President of Brazil approved of their

president’s performance in mid=Decamber,
acoording to polling by Angus Reid. Unlike
his peers around the world, Lula's popular-
Ity has grown during the economle down=
turn, a sign of voters' confldence in his
handling of the flinan-
clal crisis thus Tar, And
though the worst may
still be ahead of him,
he's got mora than

F200 billion in foreign=
ourrency reserves to
play with, and sky=high
Interast rates that al-
low planty of flexibility.
Mardi Gras may ba a
It subsdunad in 2008,
bt Lula will have planty
of reason Lo celebrate.

Gordon Brown:  Brown's political
Prime minister g
of Britain summer of last

yoar, whan his disapproval rating hit 72 por-
cent. But thanks to quick, decisive action
during the fellowing menths, when the world
goonomy teotered on the edge, Brown cama
back from the dead, By mid-
December, more Britons
put their economic faith In
him than in his chiel com=
petitor, David Camaraon.
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She can still sell records—her new album, | Am ... Sasha Flarce,”
debuted in tha top spot In November, and sold 482,000 copies. But
slhie also knows how Lo exploit the do=it=yoursall athos of thasa
gparse times. Her "Singdle Ladies™ video |8 in black-and-white and features littie more
than a gray backdrop, flashing lights and some choreography, but it's been viewed 26
million times on YouTube and spawned countless imitators,

While central bankers tried to vanqubsh
the econemic gloom with Interest-rate
cuts, moviegoers had a simpler fix: a
168708 Swadish pop group. ABBA's chart-
topping album, “Mamma Mia,” became a
play in 1999, but didn't get the big-screan
treatmant until this past year, Perfact
timing. Tha film, with an estimatod budgat
of 552 million, grossed 5572 million. The
DVD release broke records in several countries; In tha Unit-
ed Kingdom, ona out of avery four households owns a copy.

ABBA:
The world’s
POP Eroup
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Even though consumers rediscovered
their savings accounts in 2008, stashed
thoir stimulua ohecks and cut back on
spanding, a numbar of businessos still
managed to get people to open their
pocketbooks, Below, courtesy of
Sageworks Inc., a list of 2008's top-
porforming sectors by sales growth,

Top-performing industries by sales
growth over the past 12 months
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Peter Schiff:
Called the collapse
Ag early as August 2006, Schiff,
the president of Eure Pacific
Capital, startod appearing on nows
programs to warn of & coming
Armageddon In the real-estate
sector. Other pundits like Arthur
Laffor and Ben Stain laughad at him,
Wa all know who had the last laugh.

Hyman Minsky:
Economics for manics
It"s rare for an economist’s name
Lo roceive widespread attention,
unless you're a Kaynes or a
Krugman. But Hyman Minsky,

ona of the most prominent econ-
omists to study manias, bubbles
and panlcs, raceivad posthu-
maous glory (he died in 1096)
after the subprime collapse.
I 2008, tha “Mingky momant,”
whaon spoculative investors ara
forced to sell off their holdings
in order to pay for bats gone
wrong, clearly arrivad, Lat's
hope the moment doesn't last
o long.
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